
  

 
                     

 
          Memo 

 
To: Board of Directors 
From: Larrie Ann Davis 
Date: June 9, 2020 
Subject: California Special Districts Association 2021-2023 Board of Directors Election 
 
 
Attached are copies of the candidate information sheets and candidate biography for the four 
candidates running for California Special Districts Association 2021-2023 Board Election.  The 
District is allowed one vote for Seat C in the Southern Network.  The ballot needs to be cast by 
July 10, 2020. 
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  2021-2023 CSDA BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION SHEET   
The following information MUST accompany your nomination form and Resolution/minute order: 

 

 
 

Name:  Arlene Schafer  
 

District/Company:  Costa Mesa Sanitary District  
 

Title:  Board Secretary  
 

Elected/Appointed/Staff:  Elected  
 

Length of Service with District:  20  
 

1.  Do you have current involvement with CSDA (such as committees, events, 
workshops, conferences, Governance Academy, etc.): 

Current CSDA Board member, Legislation Committee member, Professional Development Committee member, 
Alliance Executive Council Committee member, Member Services Committee, Finance Committee member.  
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Have you ever been associated with any other state-wide associations (CSAC, ACWA, 
League, etc.): 

 
League, California Association Sanitation Agencies (CASA) 
 
 
 
 

3.  List local government involvement (such as LAFCo, Association of Governments, 
etc.): 

 
Orange County LAFCO Chair, Orange County Council of Governments, Independent Special Districts Orange County  
 
 
 
 

4.  List civic organization involvement: 
 
Harbor Mesa Lions, Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce Government Association Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
**Candidate Statement – Although it is not required, each candidate is requested to submit a 
candidate statement of no more than 300 words in length. Any statements received in the 
CSDA office after March 26, 2020 will not be included with the ballot. 



It has been an honor to serve as your Southern Network, Seat C repre-
sentative for the past 12 years. I believe my 28 years of experience as a 
local government leader that includes 20 years serving special districts 
in a variety of different capacities makes me the best candidate.  I be-
lieve it is important for CSDA to continue serving as an advocate for 
California special districts by informing the legislature and the public 
of the important and essential services we provide to our communities.   

Furthermore, I believe it’s important for special districts to demon-
strate good governance that will help earn the public’s trust.   

  

Currently, I am serving on the Board of Directors for the Costa Mesa 
Sanitary District (CMSD) where I have been a Board member for 20 
years.  CMSD provides solid waste and wastewater collection services 
to over 116,000 residents residing in the City of Costa Mesa and  

portions of Newport Beach and the unincorporated Orange County.  I 
am proud to be part of an organization that has been a District of  

Distinction since 2009, earned the Transparency Certificate of  

Excellence and CMSD is one of few special districts in California that 
received Platinum Recognition in Special District Governance.   

 

If re-elected, I will continue to collaborate with CSDA committees to 
ensure you have educational opportunities to enhance special district 
governance and help elevate public awareness of the role we play as the 
form of  government closest and most directly accountable to our  

constituents. I believe my experience, knowledge, dedication and com-
mitment to special districts will enable me to represent you well and I 
am asking for your vote and support. Please vote for Arlene Schafer by 
July 10, 2020.  

 

 

Arlene Schafer — Secretary 
Costa Mesa Sanitary District 

Elect Arlene Schafer  

CALIFORNIA SPECIAL DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION 

SOUTHERN NETWORK, SEAT C 

Previous Experience  

Serving special districts  

 OC LAFCO Chair 

 CSDA Board President  

 CSDA Board Vice President 

 CSDA Board Secretary 

 CSDA Finance Corporation 

 CSDA Legislation Committee 

 CSDA Fiscal Committee 

 CSDA Membership Committee 

 Independent Special Districts Orange 

County (ISDOC) Second Vice President 
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