
  

 
                     

 
          Memo 

 
To: Board of Directors 
From: Larrie Ann Davis 
Date: June 10, 2021 
Subject: California Special Districts Association 2021 Board of Directors Election 
 
 
Attached are copies of the candidate information sheets and candidate biographies for the nine 
candidates running for California Special Districts Association 2021 Board Election.  The term 
of the position is 2022-2024. The District is allowed one vote for Seat A in Southern Network.  
The ballot needs to be cast by July 16, 2021. 
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2021 CSDA BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION SHEET 
The following information MUST accompany your nomination form and Resolution/minute order:  

 
Name:    Jo MacKenzie 
 
District/Company:   Vista Irrigation District, CSDA District of Distinction, Platinum Level 
 
Title:    Director 
 
Elected/Appointed/Staff:   Elected 
 
Length of Service with District:   29 years 
 
1. Do you have current involvement with CSDA (such as committees, events, workshops, conferences, 

Governance Academy, etc.):  
 

 CSDA Board of Directors, President 2011, Vice President 2010, Treasurer 2008-2009 
 CSDA Legislative Advocate of the Year 2010  
 Graduate of CSDA Governance Academy 
 CSDA Finance Corporation Board of Directors, 2007-present; President 2012, 2013, 2015- present  
 Special District Leadership Foundation Board of Directors, Treasurer 2014-present 
 Fiscal and Audit Committees; Membership Committee 2011- present; Chair 2020-2021  
 Legislative Committee 2004-present; Chair, 2006-2010 and 2012  
 CSDA San Diego Chapter, Board of Directors, 1993-present; President 1998-2000 
 Attend all Annual Conferences and Legislative Days  

 
2. Have you ever been associated with any other state-wide associations (CSAC, ACWA, League, etc.): 

 

 ACWA:  Past Board Director; Local Government, Chair 2014-2015 and Membership Committee 
 ACWA Region 10 Board of Directors, Vice Chair, Alternate Chair, Director 1997-2010 
 The California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO), Board Member and 

Legislative Committee member, 2017 - present 
 Special District Official of the Year by PublicCEO 2011 

 
3. List local government involvement (such as LAFCO, Association of Governments, etc.):  

 

 San Diego LAFCO, 1994-pesent,  Commissioner 7 years, Chair 2018-2019; Alternate 5 years;  Special 
District Advisory Committee 14 years, Chair 2005 -2009  

 City of San Marcos Planning and Traffic Commissions  
 Personally initiated the City of San Marcos Budget Review Committee in 1980, Chair 1996-2006 

 
4. List civic organization involvement:  

 

 San Marcos Chamber of Commerce, Lifetime Ambassador 
 Graduate Leadership 2000, Cal State San Marcos 
 Community Development Associates, Treasurer 
 Soroptimist International 

 
**Candidate Statement-Although it is not required, each candidate is requested to submit a candidate statement of no more 
than 300 words in length. Any statements received in the CSDA office after March 29, 2021 will not be included with 
the ballot mailing. 
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Re-Elect Jo MacKenzie   
CSDA Board of Directors 

  
 CSDA - Past President 

* EXPERIENCED  LEADER 
 

Director Vista Irrigation District - District of Distinction, Platinum Level 
  
 

 CSDA - Past President, increased the membership 
andthe advocacy team; updated Policy Manual and By-
laws Treasurer, wrote the ‘Treasurer Duties’ and revised 
the Reimbursement policy. 

 Present Committee assignments: Legislative (Past 
Chair); Membership (Chair) and Finance Corporation 
(Chair).  Previous committeee assignments: Fiscal 
Committee (Chair); Elections & By-laws (Chair). 
 
CSDA Finance Corporation, President 
CSDA Special District Leadership Foundation, Treasurer 

 
San Diego LAFCO - Immediate Past Chair; served as a 
Special District Alternate and 15 years on the Special   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 CALAFCO - Board member.  Serve on the Legislative, 
Awards, and Elections Committees. 

 
 Association of California Water Agencies - Membership Committee (Past Vice-Chair); 
Local Government Committee (Past Chair) 

 
 Vista Irrigation District - Served as President for eight terms.  During one of my terms 
as President, the entire board committed to qualifying for the District of Distinction, Gold Level.  
The District has now attained the Platinum Level---one of 12 in the State. 

 
It has been an honor and privilege to serve on the CSDA  Board of Directors.  I have proven experience 
leading CSDA and special districts  I believe the strong statewide relationships/connections that I have 
cultivated over my years of serving both on the CSDA  and ACWA Boards and the San Diego CSDA 
Chapter’s Executive Committee has given me the perspective of the needs of our very diverse special 
districts.  CSDA has provided the educational opportunities for districts to keep up with the latest 
governance requirements and provided a library of policies and ‘how to’ for the membership. 
 
I am committed to build on the present foundation of CSDA’s educational programs and legislative and 

    It has been an honor and privilege to serve on the CSDA  Board of Directors.  I 
have proven experience leading CSDA and special districts.  I believe the strong 
statewide relationships/connections that I have cultivated over my years of 
serving both on the CSDA  and ACWA Boards and the San Diego CSDA Chapter’s 
Executive Committee has given me the perspective of the needs of our very 
diverse special districts.  CSDA provides the educational opportunities for 
districts to keep up with the latest governance requirements and provides a 
library of policies and ‘how to’ information for the membership. 

    I am committed to build on the present foundation of CSDA’s educational 
programs and legislative and public outreach.  It’s important that the CSDA 
Board maintains its transparency and operates in a prudent and ethical manner 
on behalf of all our member agencies.  I have the knowledge, dedication and 
commitment that will enable me to continue serving your needs and 
interests. 

 
EXPERIENCE SERVING SPECIAL DISTRICTS 
 

 CSDA ‐ Past President, increased the membership and the advocacy team; updated Policy Manual and By‐laws.   
  Treasurer, wrote the ‘Treasurer Duties’ and revised the Reimbursement policy.  

    Present Committee assignments: Legislative (Past Chair), Membership (Chair) and Finance      
    Corporation Committee (Chair).  Previous committee assignments: Fiscal Committee (Chair); Elections & By‐
    laws (Chair).  

 CSDA Finance Corporation, President 
 CSDA Special District Leadership Foundation, Treasurer 

 
 San Diego LAFCO ‐ Immediate Past Chair; served as a Special District Alternate and served 15 years on the Special 

District  Advisory Committee (Chair). 
 

 CALAFCO ‐ Elected Board member.  Serve on the Legislative, Awards, and Elections Committees. 
 

 Association of California Water Agencies ‐ Membership Committee (Past Vice‐Chair); Local Government 
Committee (Past Chair), Past Director on the ACWA Board. 
 

 Vista Irrigation District ‐ Served as President for eight terms.  During one of my terms as President, the board 
committed to qualifying for the District of Distinction, Gold Level.  The District has now attained the Platinum 
Level‐‐‐one of 12 in the State. 

 

I respectfully ask for your vote!  The ballots will be emailed this Friday, May 28.  Look in your Inbox as soon 
as possible and if an email from CSDA is not there, call CSDA and request another ballot.                
                         Ballots are DUE July 16, 2021. 

I look forward to continue serving you! 
Thank you! 
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